
5   Blackwater Refuge Trail
      42 miles round trip from Cambridge Route 50

This trail takes you into Blackwater National Wildlife  
Refuge (NWR). Established in 1933 as a refuge for 
migratory birds, Blackwater encompasses over 30,000 
acres. The refuge consists of tidal river and rich tidal 
marsh, mixed evergreen and deciduous forests,  
freshwater ponds and managed impoundments for 
waterfowl use. Views of herons, waterfowl, Bald  
Eagles, Canada Geese and many other species are 
typical. For the most up-to-date information, contact 
the refuge office at 410.228.2677. From Cambridge 
follow Route 50 east and turn onto Route 16 west. 
Continue for 2 miles, then turn left onto Maple Dam 
Road. Continue for 7.5 miles. This stretch of road has 
some of the best agricultural fields in the county.  

In addition to the field birds mentioned in the habitat 
section, Prothonotary Warbler can be found at  
forested creek crossings in spring and early summer. 
Scan the sky, treeline and telephone wires for hunting  
raptors year-round. 

Turn right onto Key Wallace Drive. Continue for  
2.5 miles to the Blackwater NWR Visitor Center for  
displays and information. Turn left onto Key Wallace 
Drive and then left onto Route 335 to continue this  
birding trail. A recommended option from the Visitor 
Center is to turn right onto Key Wallace and after  
1 mile, turn right onto the refuge’s designated Wildlife 
Drive. Several thousand Snow Geese, numerous  
Canada Geese, White Pelicans, Pintails, Shovelers, 
and other waterfowl winter in the Blackwater area and 
can be seen from the Wildlife Drive and often from  
Key Wallace Drive. Wildlife Drive ends at Route 335. 
Turn left to continue this birding trail.

As you approach the Blackwater River, pull into the 
parking lot on your right to scan the area. If you have 
not yet seen Snow Geese, look for them here  
especially on winter evenings. Other waterfowl and 
shorebirds can also be seen. Cross the bridge and 
continue south, pausing at fields, creek crossings, 
ponds, or forest edges that look inviting for birds.  
At the stop sign, turn left onto Route 336 east and 

continue for 4.5 miles. A large marsh is on the right. 
Look and listen here for various marshbirds, as well  
as forest edge birds like Orchard Oriole, Indigo  
Bunting, and White-eyed Vireo. Turn left onto  
Andrews Road and proceed for 4.5 miles to the  
parking lot on the left, before the bridge crossing  
the Blackwater River. This is a good vantage point to 
scan for marshbirds, shorebirds, and in the summer 
feeding terns and swallows. Continue north on Maple 
Dam Road through extensive salt marsh, which is  
excellent habitat for many wintering shorebirds,  
Harriers, and wintering ducks. In late afternoons in 
winter, look for Short-eared Owls working the  
marshes for food. Bald Eagles nest close to this  
road and may be seen in any season.

Continue north for 12.5 miles back to Route 16 and 
turn right to complete this trail. As an alternative, after  
passing Key Wallace Drive, turn right onto Greenbriar 
Road and pick up the Fishing Bay Trail at Bucktown.
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