
4   Taylors Island/Hoopers Island Trail
      68 miles round trip from Cambridge Route 50

This trail takes you to the far western portion of 
Dorchester County. Although the marshes in this area 
are more limited than along the other trails, they still 
contain many of the more common marsh species, 
such as Marsh Wren, Common Yellowthroat, and 
Red-winged Blackbird. The southern portion of the 
route is best in fall and winter when southbound  
migrating species and waterfowl are most numerous.

From Cambridge (Route 50 east), turn onto Route 16 
west. Continue on this road until you reach the town 
of Church Creek. The park and ride lot at the corner 
of Route 16 and Route 335 is a good stopping point 
and may offer some viewing opportunities.

You’ll then pass through the small towns of Woolford 
and Madison with local marinas along the way that 
offer views of the water and waterfowl. During the 
spring and summer, look for Purple Martins in yards 
where residents have erected boxes and Chimney 
Swifts flying over inviting chimneys.

After Parson’s Creek Bridge, turn left onto Smithville 
Road. This road winds through picturesque woods and 
low marshy areas. There are no shoulders for pulling 
off. On the right is Taylors Island Wildlife Management 
Area. A simple wooden sign marks the parking area. 
There are no facilities here, but you can walk around 
and observe forest species. Additional marsh and 
water views can be enjoyed from the small parking 
area and boat ramp at Beaver Dam Creek just south 
of Taylors Island. Scan the tops of telephone poles in 
summer for Willet and the wires for Eastern Bluebird.  

At the end of Smithville Road you will come to a stop 
sign. Turn right on Hoopers Island Road (Route 335) 
toward Hoopers Island.

Scan for raptors, herons, and other marshbirds in this 
area. As the southbound route winds through pine 
woodlands, listen for the telltale rubber-ducky squeak 
of Brown-headed Nuthatch.

Once across the Honga River Bridge, there are no 
shoulders to accommodate pull-offs. The road  
continues for over 12 miles south to a string of islands. 
This area features panoramas of open bays and 
creeks, Loblolly Pine forests, and tidal marsh. Mixed 
deciduous-pine forests in the north part of the islands 
are good for warblers, thrushes, and other landbirds 
in fall, especially after the passage of a cold front. On 
autumn days of moderate winds, this area may also 
have good flights of migrating hawks. Sharp-shinned 
and Red-tailed Hawks are the most common.   

Along the causeway on both sides of the Narrows 
Ferry Bridge are pull-offs with panoramic views of 
the Honga River and the Chesapeake Bay. Look for 
wintering loons, scoters, Redheads, both Greater 
and Lesser Scaup, and birds resting or feeding on the 
breakwaters. 

If you reach the turn-around at the end of the road 
during the summertime, watch for Eastern Kingbird, 
Ruby-throated Hummingbird (feeding at the red  
flowers of Trumpet Vine), and Boat-tailed Grackle. 
Brown Pelican might be seen flying offshore.

Retrace your route to return to Cambridge, or stay 
on Route 335 rather than turning left onto Smithville 
Road to reach the Blackwater Refuge Trail.


