
This trail allows exploration of the varied habitats in 
the area of the Transquaking and Chicamacomico 
Rivers. These large rivers cut through much of central 
Dorchester County, feeding freshwater swamps and 
marshes along the way until they merge and empty 
into Fishing Bay.  Enjoying the beauty and birdlife of 
these rivers is best by canoe or kayak. However, the 
driving loop crosses the rivers and other wetlands in 
several places, which are focal points of the trail.

From the Dorchester Visitor Center in Cambridge, 
take Route 50 east for 2 miles and turn right onto 
Bucktown Road. The short grass fields around the 
Cambridge-Dorchester Regional Airport periphery 
provide habitat for Eastern Meadowlark,  
Grasshopper Sparrow, and other open-country  
species. Continuing south, agricultural fields and 
forest edges provide habitat for a number of  
species, as described in the Habitat section.  

3   Fishing Bay Rivers Trail
      32.5 miles round trip from Cambridge and Route 50

Proceed for approximately 6 miles and turn left 
onto Decoursey Bridge Road. Travel 1 mile before 
stopping at the Transquaking River. Scan the river 
for waterfowl; the freshwater wetlands for herons, 
shorebirds, and marshbirds; and the treeline for 
perched raptors. The next stretch of the road passes 
through some of the best deciduous forest in  
southern Dorchester. Spring and summer herald  
the songs of Wood Thrush, Summer and Scarlet  
Tanagers, Ovenbird, and other forest species. In the 
early morning, listen for the song of the Barred Owl.

Pause at the shrub swamp and keep your eyes  
open for flycatchers, Yellow-billed Cuckoo, and 
Prothonotary Warbler.

Turn right at the stop sign onto Drawbridge Road, 
continuing for 2 miles to the Chicamacomico  
River. The habitats presented here are very similar 

to those of the Transquaking River. The marshes 
extend along the route as it turns to the right. Bear 
right onto Griffiths Neck Road. After passing Henry’s 
Crossroads Road, continue for 6.5 miles to reach the 
marshes at Bestpitch. Turn left on Bestpitch Road. 
This is another excellent location for viewing  
Short-eared Owl in winter and Northern Harrier 
and Bald Eagle year-round. Shorebirds frequent the 
mudflats south of the road and secretive, but vocal, 
marshbirds occur throughout. 

Because the bridge over the Transquaking River is 
closed on Bestpitch Road, make a U-turn and return 
to Henry’s Crossroads Road, where you’ll turn right. 
When you reach Elliott Island Road, turn left to  
return to Route 50, or turn right to join the  
Elliott Island Trail.
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