
2   Elliott Island Trail            42 miles round trip from Vienna

Nowhere are the “Everglades of Maryland” more 
accessible than along Elliott Island Road. This route 
allows exploration of the heart of the marshy  
peninsula bounded by Fishing Bay and the  
Nanticoke River, an area truly unique in Maryland.

From Route 50 east, take the Route 331 exit south to 
Vienna. Continue straight, crossing over Old Route 
50 and turn left onto Race Street. Turn right on  
Market Street, which becomes Elliott Island Road.

For the first 7 miles, agricultural fields, woods, and 
regenerating clear cuts dominate the landscape.  
In summer, look for songbirds, such as Blue  
Grosbeak, Summer Tanager, and Red-headed 
Woodpecker, in shrubby harvested areas with 
standing dead trees. Once the Loblolly Pine forest 
becomes the primary habitat, Pine Warbler and 
Brown-headed Nuthatch are common. The latter 
is most often heard giving its rubber-ducky squeaky 
call from the edge of the forest as it opens into 
marsh. From here until you reach Elliott, the road 

shoulder in many areas is wet and soft, so be careful 
to pull off only in gravel parking areas.  

As the tree line along the right disappears, look for 
the Bald Eagle’s large stick nest, which frequently 
has adults or dark-plumaged young nearby. Look 
for waterfowl on the left at Savanna Lake. The pond 
on the right with scattered mud clumps and muddy 
edges is the best location for Common Gallinule 
and may also contain waterfowl, Black-necked  
Stilt, and other shorebirds. Past the lake there is a  
primitive boat launch on the right. This launch  
provides entry to one of Fishing Bay’s water trails for 
an extraordinary view of birds from canoe or kayak.

Scan the horizon for egrets, herons, terns, waterfowl, 
and Northern Harrier. From November through 
March, this road is one of the best places in  
Maryland to find Rough-legged Hawk and  
Short-eared Owl. The secretive Black Rail and  
Saltmarsh Sparrow nest in these tidal marshes,  
particularly those dominated by Spartina patens, a 
low, dense, bright green grass.  

Brown-headed Nuthatch

Scattered within the marsh are pine islands or  
hummocks where breeding shrubland species and 
Boat-tailed Grackles may be seen. Toward the end, 
where the road parallels Fishing Bay, to the west 
look for Common Loon, Canvasback, and Ruddy 
Ducks in winter. In the late spring and summer, to 
the east in the marsh and ponds, look for herons, 
egrets, and nesting Black-necked Stilts.

You will cross a small bridge into the Town of Elliott. 
Pass the fire station and bear to the left to reach the 
harbor at McCready’s Creek. 

In winter look for waterfowl, grebes, Common Loon, 
and gulls and Dunlin on the jetty. In late spring and 
summer, note nesting Osprey and possible Brown 
Pelicans. On your return, you may take the Fishing 
Bay Trail at Henry’s Crossroads, approximately  
12 miles north of Elliott.
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Saltmarsh Sparrow


